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Hardy (a shoemaker), but some of the ringleaders were men
of the middle class.   Gerrald was the son of wealthy parents ;
Margaret, the son of a general merchant and wine Importer;
Joyce, a pupil of Dr. Price's and the author of an arithmetic ;
Bonney, an attorney; Sharp, an engraver; Kyd, a man of
letters; Richter, son of an artist; and Holcraft, a dramatist
To  understand what it meant to be a Liberal from   1794
to  1800  we must not look merely at the ferocities of the
statute-book.   The country was  under a vast system   of
espionage, and the whole army of officials, deprived of their
votes by the Rockingham Ministry, were so many agents,
scattered throughout the country, enforcing the displeasure
or the strong will of the Government.    Liberalism meant, in
many professions, a career closed abruptly;1 for men and
women of the middle class it meant separation from their
friends by a yawning chasm of intolerance and terror, for the
obscure and the defenceless it meant perhaps dreary years of
languishing existence in prison, without trial or notice.   The
organisation of loyalist mobs, the concrete expression of a
militant sycophancy,  enlisted great numbers of informers
and  destroyed Dr. Priestley's house  in   1791,  amidst  the
scandalous indifference of the magistrates; they afterwards
destroyed Mr. Walker's house in Manchester, and arranged
other riots in other parts of the country.    They attempted in
vain to provoke Fox's neighbours to attack his house.     The
men who opened their mouths against Pitt's policy for ten
years had to face risk of imprisonment, social ostracism, the
mercenary violence of Milo's bullies, and every species  of
slander on their motives.    There were men and women of all
ranks who  chose that bitter persecution, rather than seek
refuge or reward in a guilty silence, and a state can rely
on no stouter quality to resist invasion or decay than the
texture of which such temperaments are made.
In the great work of resistance the Parliamentary
Opposition played their part courageously. Their position
differed from that of the enthusiasts outside, who believed
1 See M. Angellier's Burns.